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that, in default of any better food, he used to collect the
melon-skins cast aside on the ground, wipe off
the dust} ancj eat what fragments of edible
matter remained. One day he came upon his
companion similarly employed. Each had tried to conceal
from the other the shifts to which he was reduced for food,
but now they joined forces and collected and washed their
melon-skins in company. Being unable to afford lamps or
candles, they learned by heart the texts they were studying,
such as the Alfiyya of Ibn Malik and the Kdfiya^ on moon-
light nights, and on the dark nights 'repeated them by
heart so as not to forget them. To avoid the distraction of
conversation, one student would on these occasions often
bow his head on his knees and cover his eyes, feigning
headache.

After a brief visit to his home, he determined to go to
Shiraz, and set out by boat for Basra by the Shattu'l-'Arab.
He was so afraid of being stopped and brought
kack by his father that, during the earlier part
of the voyage, he stripped off his clothes and
waded behind the boat, holding on to the rudder, until he
had gone so far that recognition was no longer probable,
when he re-entered the boat Farther on he saw a number
of people on the bank, and one of his fellow-passengers
called out to them to enquire whether they were Sunnis or
Shf'a, On learning that they were Sunnis, he began to
abuse them and invoke curses on the first three Caliphs, to
which they replied with volleys of stones.

The writer remained only a short while at Basra, then
governed by tlusayn Pdsha, for his father followed him
thither to  bring him home, but he escaped
privily with his brother, and, as already nar-
rated1, made his way to Shfraz and established
himself in the Mansiiriyya College, being then only eleven
1 P. 360 supra.